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'documents
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Arizona regulators Wednesday took
the unusual step of asking a judge to
force Cox to harid over documents re
lating to Ji statewide review of exclu
sive deals reached between the com
munications company and private de
velopers,

After Cox failed to harid over docu
ments or answer questions about its
private deals with developers, Arizona
Corporation' Commission staff 01>
tained an order from, Administrative
Law Judge Dwight Nodes that will
make Cox cooperate'with the state's re
quest.

Michaei Patten. a lawyer represent-
, ing Cox, said the company's slow re:

spouse was due to miscommunication,
,timing and a pending federal antitrust
investigationofa deal that Cox reached
to become the main provider of com
munications for the Vistancia master
planned community in Peoria.

He also acknowledged that Cox offi
cials at' the company's Atlanta head
quarters'ultimately decided whether to
release or withhold documents. '

Yet corporation commissioners; who
view the issue of so-calle~ preferred
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, provider agreements as a po
tential barrier to competition
in Arizona's telecommunica
tions market, were clearly dis
mayed with Cox's answers.

:"We don't consider it a tim
il!g issue," . Commissioner
Marc Spitzer said. "We con
sider it stonewalling."

Nodes on, Wednesday or
dered Cox respond within one
week to the Corporation Com

. mission's list of 39 questions
and document requests. The
state agency asked every Ari
zona licensed telecommunica

,tions company to respond by'
March 18 to the questions
about preferred providers,
which Cox has yet to do.

Several smaller companies
answered state regulators.
Qwest, Arizona's largest tele
phone company, also has re

.sponded to the state's question-
naire. .

The state agency has two on
, going cases involving the issue
of preferred providers, 'exclu-
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sive deals reached between de
velopers and telecommunica
tions companies in new-home
communities. .

The case that Cox so far has
declined to participate in in
volves a broad look at the pre
ferred-provider issue to possi
bly establish policy governing'
the practice. .

The second case stems from.
a complaint filed by a smaller
company, Accipiter Communi
cations, which clainls it was
shut out of the Vistancia com
munity based' on a deal be
tween Cox and Sunbelt Hold
ings, the developer, '

In that deal, Cox became the
community'smain provider of
high-speed Internet and tele~

I'hone service after paying a
$SOO,OOO-per-phase ' licensing
fee to a Sunbelt affiliate, Vis
tancia Communications.

Akey question in the Accipi
ter case is whether Vistancia .
Communications acted as a
telecommunications company'
and is subject to oversight by
the Corporation Commission.
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